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Bernard Schneider MD: Dedicated to the Health of Humanity

Dr. Bernard Schneider:

Dedicated to the Health of Humanity

One could never capture in a single article the character or achievements of a man who has for more than half-a-century devoted his life to serving his fellow human beings with both his heart and his hands. The endless hours worked, the sacrifices made to attend to the needs of others, the painstaking care dedicated to improving the lot of those who suffer, the listening and consoling taken upon oneself during their times of anxiety or loss – these are all parts of a whole, of a life, that goes beyond any form of measurement or appraisal.

After completing medical school at Tulane University, Bernard Schneider did his internship at DC General in Washington and served his country and the world by accepting an appointment at the Pure Food And Drug Administration. Dr. Schneider then did his specialized ophthalmology residency at the University of Pennsylvania in one of the nation’s foremost eye care training programs. It was only a few years after completing these exhaustive preparations with the most outstanding experts in his field that Bernard Schneider was named Chief of Ophthalmology at both Methodist Hospital and Saint Agnes Hospitals, two of Pennsylvania’s most important health care institutions. His work there earned such respect among his peers and patients alike that he was then elected twice to serve as President of Methodist Hospital’s Medical Staff and for multiple terms on the hospital’s distinguished Board of Trustees.

In recognition of his extraordinary contributions to these institutions, his field, and the world, Dr. Bernard Schneider was subsequently awarded Methodist Hospital’s most prestigious honor: The Norris Award. Soon after, he was further recognized by the Pennsylvania Medical Society with a Lifetime Achievement Award for life long service to the well being of others. To this day, Bernard Schneider holds teaching appointments at all of the major medical education institutions in his region: the University of Pennsylvania Medical School and Hospital, the Jefferson Medical School, the Medical School of Pennsylvania, the Hahnemann Medical School, and the Dreyer School of Medicine – enabling Dr. Schneider to pass on to future generations of physicians not only his wisdom and expertise but also his commitment to health and his love of humanity. 

True to Dr. Bernard Schneider’s unwavering devotion to helping others fulfill their dreams and potential, he and his beloved wife of nearly 60 years, Marjorie Schneider – now joined also by future generations of Schneiders carrying on the family legacy – were among the first to support and participate in the American Academy of Ophthalmology’s first community development project: Eyebuild in New Orleans. This monumental program, in the home of the very medical school (Tulane) where Bernard Schneider originally launched his career, was designed to assist in the recovery of the entire region following the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. Always ready to go one step further to improve our world, the Schneiders simultaneously found themselves supporting and participating in the Planet for Humanity development to help rebuild New Orleans. Bernard Schneider is now joined in this work by his daughter, Susan Schneider MD: a leading eye care research scientist and ophthalmologic clinician, who carries high the banner of excellence and dedication that has become the hallmark of her father’s career.

In his usual self-effacing and understated style, Dr. Schneider stated in interviews that were widely published at the time: “This is a fine thing for the Academy to do for the community and a great opportunity for its members. I went to Tulane University, and Susan was born in New Orleans, so we both felt it was the right thing to do. This was a great idea and I encourage the Academy to continue this effort.” Schneider concluded: “It is an opportunity to reconnect with old friends and to reconnect with a community that served our needs and can now see a return on its efforts.”

The types and levels of health that Bernard Schneider has brought to humanity throughout his half-century of ceaseless service to mankind have brought returns to all who have had the privilege to know him and to the world community that could never be calculated or even expressed. Let us hope that all those whom Dr. Bernard Schneider has touched during his extraordinary career will carry forward the legacy that he has gladly and freely given to them – and to all of us.
Richard Morrison is a journalist and a professional writer presently researching and writing about leaders in fulfilling human potential around the world. 
His current series of articles about Bernard Schneider MD and the continuation of his humanitarian and philanthropic legacy by his daughter Susan Schneider MD form a part of this series.

In the course of his half-century of service to mankind, Dr. Bernard Schneider has served as Chief of Ophthalmology, President of the Medical Staff and Trustee at major regional hospitals, held teaching appointments at some of America’s leading medical schools, and led health care reform efforts at a national level. 
Throughout his career of dedication to health and humanity, Bernard Schneider MD has been married to his beloved wife Marjorie Schneider – herself an internationally recognized expert in the fields of the arts and education.

Susan Schneider MD is an internationally revered physician and scientist with a diverse medical background spanning the clinical, academic, and corporate worlds. Dr. Schneider also has a distinguished background and legacy in the arts, education, community development, and philanthropy.
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